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ferences, but Angolans never agree to end
the war. Half a million people have died
since the war resumed late last year and
three million others are refugees in their
own country. Humanitarian agencies de-
scribe the situation as catastrophic. In the
words of one senior relief official, if the war
does not stop, it will be impossible to dis-
tribute food and medical assistance to those
in need. See Cover Story p.5

As President
Kamuzu Banda’s
health continuesto
deterioratefollow-
ing brain surgery
inSouthAfricalast
month, so is his
grip on the
country’s politics.
His role has been
taken over by a
Presidential
Council chaired by
a one time MCP stalwart, Gwanda
Chakuamba, who after 13 years of impris-
onment, helped to form the opposition
United Democratic Front (UDF) and is
now back in the MCP. See p.21.

Since Zambia held its
first multi-party elec-
tions in more than two
decades in 1991, the
newly established de-
mocracy has never had
it going easy. Fourteen
Members of Parlia-
ment for the ruling
MMD party have re-
signed since then and
nine cabinet ministers have left their posts.
Derrick Chitala, an MMD founder and
Deputy Minister for Special Duties in the
Office of President Frederick Chiluba,
disucsses Zambia’s fragile democracy with
SAPEM'’ s Editor-in-Chief, Ibbo Mandaza.
See SAPEM Interview, p.39.
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