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Hungry For Peace
• Zambia: The Lozi Secession Bid

• Malawi: The Quiet Palace Coup

• Burundi: The Country That Lost Its Head
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SOUTH AFRICA FILE

THE NEWSOUTH AFRICAN CONSTITUTION
TAKING SHAPE
KLAUS FREIHERR von DER ROPP

I 

Negotiations on the constitution of post- 
oportheid South Africa have reached o 
decisive stage. Instead with the debilitated 
de Kierk government, the alliance of the 
African Notionol Congress and the South 
Africon Communist Porly hos to negotiate to 
a growing extent with the (consewotive) 
Afrikaner Volks Front. The conceivable 
outcome of talks thus slowly shifts from a 
system of institution alised power-sharing to o 
partitioning of the country to the detriment of 
the Whites ("sacrificial partition"). Over the 
post 20 years, Klaus Freiherr von der Ropp 
(Cologne, Germany), together with liberal 
Afrikaner dissidents sharing similarviews, hos 
expounded corresponding ideas on this 
subject in numerous articles. 
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N his way from Moscow, Bavarian 

I Premier Franz Josef Strauss was able 
to  convince the South African 

Precedent Pieter Willem Botha back in January 
1988 that the USSR had abandoned its imperial 
goals in Southern Africa. This enabled the Anglo- 
American-Soviet diplomacy which, for the first 
time, gave the states in the south of the African 
continent, the opportunity to settle the region's 
conflicts by peaceful means. Due to its rapid 
decline of power, the Soviet Union could no 
longer take on the role of London and Washington 
had hoped it would assume: to exert a moderating 
influence on South Africa's and Namibia's 
liberation movements, with which it had been 
closely liaised for many years, as well as on the 
government of Angola and Mozambique. 
Nevertheless, the Anglo-American negotiators, 

headed by British ambassador Sir Robin 
Renwick, benefited from the very fact that the 
Soviets did not disrupt their diplomacy. 

Renwick and his American partner, Chester 
A. Crocker, knew that the subcontinent would 
sink into chaos should diplomacy fail. Their 
efforts initially focused on coming to grips with 
the most readily manageable problem, and this 
in the sense of a confidence-building measure 
for the settlement of further conflicts. They 
concentrated on Namibia's consummation of 
internationally recognised independence. A 
corresponding plan had been on the table in the 
form of UN Security Resolution 435 since 
September 1978. The foreign mediators. 
however, were only able to induce Pretoria to 
cooperate on this matter after giving the White 
South Africans to understand that the inversion 
of political power in favourofthe Black majority, 
envisaged in Resolution 435, was the appropriate 
solution for the settlers' colony of Namibia, but 
not for the multi-ethnic state of South Africa. 

In March 1990, US Secretary of State, James 
Baker, and his Soviet colleague, Edward 
Sheverdnadze, seized the opportunity during 
their stay in Windhoek for the Namibian 

independence celebrations to conduct 

negotiations on the settlement of the Angolan 
civil war which broke out in 1975. Britain's role 
was now limited to establishing contacts between 

the governments in Pretoria and Luanda. 
Furthermore, Washington and Moscow 

incorporated Portuguese diplomacy, spearheaded 
by the then State Secretary in the Foreign Affairs 

I 

Ministry, Jose Manuel Durao Barroso, into their 
efforts. In 199 I , they led to the conclusion of the 
Treaty of Lisbon, which specified details of a 
ceasefire, military disengagement, and the 

holding of UN-observed parliamentary and 
presidential elections. The latter, although there 
was no prior extensive disengagement of the 

armed forces of the parties involved in the civil 

war and the UN only sent about 700 observers to 
Angola because of financial problems on the 
East River, took place in September 1992. The 

UNITA party, which was the loser in both 
elections, resumed the armed struggle, took it 

into the urban areas for the first time, and has 

controlled by far the largest part of Angola since. 

The miscarriage of the Angolan peace process 
prompted the United Nations to earmark 
contingent ten times larger for Mozambique. 
The basis for the peace process in Mozambique 
is the Treaty of Rome, which owes its conclusion 
in October 1992 to the mediation of personalities 
from the CatholiC Church of Italy and 
Mozambique and to diplomats from the USA, 
Italy, Britain, Portugal and Russia. Elections are 
scheduled to take place in Mozambique in mid- 
1994. 

For Britain and America, the successes in 
Namibia, the failures in Angola, and the 
irnponderabilities of  developments in 
Mozambique, are primarily important in terms 
of possible consequences for the inner-South 
African dialogue over this country's future. It 

must lead to success if Southem Africa is to stand 

a chance at all of peace and thus development. 
Up until the beginning of 1993, the inner-South 
African round of negotiations called itself the 

"Convention for a Democratic South Africa" 
(CODESA). Since then, out of consideration for 

the negotiating partners which subsequently 
joined it, the name has been "Multi-Party 
Negotiation Forum". 

The first CODESA general assembly 
(CODESA I) in December 1991 was described 
as a "love-in" by some observers. Although this 
and the following round of negotiations 
(CODESA II in May 1992) were boycotted by 
the latently important, militant Pan Africanist 

Congress (PAC) and the already powerful 
Konserwatiewe Party (KP), the main protagonists 
of the South African conflict, that is to say, the 

alliance of the African Congress (ANC) and the 
South African Communist Party (SACP), and 
the government ofPresiderlt Frederik Willem de 
Klerk, for the first time were represented at 

negotiations on South Africa's future. What is 
more. apart from a number of marginal parties, 
the lnkatha Freedom Party (IFP) also attended 
CODESA I and 11. 

The optimism which emanated from CODESA 
I - sometimes, there was even almost a feeling 
of euphoria at the conference venue, the World 
Trade Centre in Kemptom Park, Johannesburg 
- spread to other African countries. At long last, 
they argued, their decade-long struggle against 
apartheid seemed to be bearing fruit. At long last, 
Black South Africans -would take their fate into 
their own hands under the leadership of the 
ANC/SACP alliance. From the beginning of 
1992 onwards, there was a never-ending stream 
of visitors from South Africa (Whites too) to 

other countries of the continent and of official 
delegations from Black African countries to South 
Africa. Even numerous flight connections were 
restored. Finally, the formerly ostracised republic 
was able to establish official contacts to a number 
of other African states. Ambassadors were 

exchanged with the Ivory Coast, Morocco and 
Gabon - previously only with Malawi in 1967 
- and trade missions with most bordering states. 
More politically significant was the official visit 
de Klerk paid to Nigeria in April 1992, the one 

African country which up until then had fought 
the South African apartheid policy more 
vehemently than any other. The fact that the 
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